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Françoise Kpeglo Moudouthe is a gender equality advocate with specific expertise on advocacy and 
coalition-building for promoting the rights of African girls and women. After dedicating eight years to the 
creation and growth of Girls Not Brides, the leading civil society partnership to end child marriage, she 
now works as an international consultant and curates Eyala, an online platform that explores what it 
means to be an African feminist today. 

 
Françoise started her career at the secretariat of The Elders, a group of eminent political leaders brought 
together by Nelson Mandela to promote peace and human rights worldwide. Tasked with strengthening the 
gender equality portfolio, she worked directly with the CEO to develop The Elders’ 2010-2011 advocacy 
campaign to make ending child marriage a priority in the global development agenda. Françoise conducted 
strategic, technical and partnership-building work that was instrumental to the incubation and 
establishment of Girls Not Brides, a global civil society partnership which now brings together over 1000 civil 
society organisations committed to ending child marriage.  

Françoise later joined the Girls Not Brides’ secretariat, where she spent five years spearheading the 
implementation of the partnership’s strategy in Africa. Her duties included: developing and implementing 
regional level advocacy strategies; mobilising Girls Not Brides member organisations to advocate collectively 
at the national and regional levels through technical and strategic assistance; building partnerships and 
strengthening Girls Not Brides’ position as a thought-leader in the movement to end child marriage in Africa; 
establishing and managing the first regional team in the Girls Not Brides secretariat; and ensuring the 
organisation’s overarching work adequately integrated specific African concerns and perspectives. 

As a consultant, Françoise is now keen to support civil society, UN agencies, donors and other institutions in 
making gender equality a reality. She has a particular interest in challenging the misuse of religion, culture 
and tradition as a justification for gender discrimination. She recently launched Eyala, a blog where she 
harnesses the power of conversation to explore what it means to be an African feminist today. 

In addition, Françoise is a Women Deliver Young Leaders alumnus. She serves as a strategic advisor to 
Population Works Africa (a collective of consultants working to empower young Africans to develop 
innovative strategies for development) and to WATHI (a think tank reflecting on how to improve West 
African societies and institutions by putting citizens at the centre).  

Françoise holds a Masters’ Degree in International Affairs from Sciences Po Paris, France’s leading political 
science institute. She is fully bilingual (English and French) and has worked for the past four years as a 
freelance translator and editor.  

Françoise recently moved to Casablanca, Morocco, with her husband and two small children. She reads 
obsessively, sings passionately, writes experimentally; cooks recreationally and plays the guitar badly.  
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